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The decrees further deal with the revision of syllabuses and
curricula; with the rearrangement of specialities in institutes;
with the introduction of term tests and reports. Most important
of all, the seven-year school must be changed into a ten-year
school, which change must be complete by the end of the Second
Five-Year Plan. My visit in 1934 coincided with the issue of two
further decrees over the signatures of Premier Molotov and
Secretary of the Communist Party Stalin. The latest decrees deal
with the teaching of history and geography. Both these subjects
are to be freed from matter which is irrelevant and has now
ceased to be necessary. Generalisations and theorising must be
based on facts. They are to be taught as subjects very much in
the same way as in the general run of English schools. The school
of to-day (1936) differs very considerably from the school of
1921-22. It has developed with the developing economic and
social conditions of the country. There is the closest interaction
between these two phases of the country's life. Education is an
excellent barometer of the country's progress. It is claimed in
some quarters that these changes have been retrogressive steps,
that Soviet education is now like education in any other country.
This claim shows an utter inability to comprehend the meaning
of events in the U.S.S.R. The changes that have occurred, and
that will occur, are minor changes of temporary features. The
fundamentals of Soviet education are the same as they were in
the beginning. It is still Communist education, and will remain
so as long as the Revolution lasts. What Communist education
is, I will endeavour to show in the next chapter.